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o L POLITIOAL, -
Eitrq"éb;ilqn ‘of tho. Bouthern Congress: -
. MoNAQOMERY, ALA., April 20, 1861.—
Congress pgsemblod to-day: at poon, in com-
-Ei‘.m.@ withz:tha. proolamation of : President

Dayis, convenipg an cxtra session, ., - {
oy At 12 0%lusk, thie . Presidont, of Congyess,
tho Hon, Howell: Cobh, took-his ‘ohair, and
the Rov. Basil Manley offered a fervent invo-
cation to the Throne of Grace. :

The Prosidont stated "“that o quorunl. was
présont und that Congress was now ready to
truanispot: bysiness, ek £

Mq‘gp}a}"’nd}'\"ié{"Jﬁ!ms. Wigtall “and <Otr,
new. mamborg, '0amd forward; took thé” eath,

g giBocribed ta'the Clonstitufion. ¥en

Tle, Pregideit , prescuted to Gongress tho
annexed conthiunication from a portion of the
poople of New. Bioxico: = o S

BRIRT - MesiLra, Murch 18, 1861
To the Hon: Huwell’ Cobl, President of. the’
, Congress wf the Confederate Stales oy

Améiica s | R

8ir: Tn pursuance of a resolution adopted
‘at n darivention ‘of the ecitizens of that portion
'of Now' Mexico known as Arizond, held at
this place on the 16th inst.; I have the honor
heroyith! to'transmit; tho entloged prénmble
und - redolutions, unanimously adopted, with
‘the hope and request Ehat you will l'uy them
‘before the: Congress of :the (fonfederate States
«of Amevien for their consideration,

Signed-by the Presideit and Seeretary,

On motion of Mr, Chesnut, the reading of
‘the prenmblo and. resolutions referred fo, wus
postponed for the present, and the communi-
ention was” referred 'to the Committee on Ter-
vitorjes: Tk

Mr. Ochiltres; ot Texas, requested to pre-
sent tos Uongmé.‘g eomuniention from the
‘Governor of the 'I'erritory of Arizona, trans-
witting a.copy of tho” Provisionnl Coustitur-
tion, with thc, request that. it be presented to
Congress. . T'he communieation wag roceived,
and referred o the "l'erritorinl Committee.

Mr. Joselyn, the President's privnte Scere-
tary, thon uppeared. in the Hall; -and stated
thut ho'had a wmessago from the Prosident.

The “mesdngo was then read in a very dis-
tinet tong ns follows: -

GENTLEMEN: OF t1uk Coxorpss: It ismy
pleasing duty to announce. to you. that the
Constitution framed. for  the establishmont of
i permanont government. for the Confedorate
States hus been ratified by Convention in eich
of those States to whieh-it was referred. - 1o
inaugurate the Government in its full propor-
tions and upon’'its: own substantinl basis of
tha popular will, it only romnins that elections
ghould boheld for the designation of ‘the offi-
cors:toraduniinister it. ,

Lhereisievery reason to believe that nt no
distant - day, other States identified in politi-
cul privciples and community of interests vith
those which. you represont-will ‘join this Con-
foderaoy, giving toits typieal constellution
inc'ru:_laad splendor—to its.g-.wernmapb'uf free,
ergual,and soversign States'n wider sphere of
wsefulness—and o, the friends . of constitu-
tional liherty u greator gecurity for.its havino-
hious and poerpetual existence, ..

Tt wad. not, however, for the purposé of
anaking this announcement that-I' have deem-
ed it.my-duty to convene you ot un earlier
day than that fixed by yourselves for your
méuting:
agninst. this Confederaoy by Abralam Lin-
enln, the President of the United States; in
hig proglamation, issued.on the Bftecuth day
of the presen’ month, rendered it ROCOSSNTY
in my.jadgment, that you should’ convene st
the eurlist practicable homeit, ts dovise the

-

meysure _nocessury. for <the (lofonce of the

country, N : R O A T SE NS
..Lhe’ oceasion is.indeed an extraordinnry
ane, It .'jusbilies'um in abrief voview of the,
relutions heretofore; existing between us‘and
the Stytes which now unite in warfuro aguinst
us, and in a suceinet stutonient of (ho events
whioh have vosulted in thiswarfure, to the
ond.thyt mankind may pass intelligent ind
iwpartinl judgmenton ity motives murohjectsu
During the war waged _against  Groat Bri-
tain by-her.colanies on this confinent, i coni-
mon danger impelled tham 1o a-close alliance,
and to thes formation of a :Confedaration, by
the torms of whith tha colonies; styling tham-
solvey Stites, cntored * soverally” into a firm
leaglio of friondyhip with ench othar for- their
oommon, deténag, the secuyity of thoir libey-
tios, and ‘thoir mutual and fenoral. welfare,
biuding themsolyes to assist aach other nguinst
ull forco . offered -y,
thoin, or any. of tham,.on ageount, of xaligion,”
dovercigoty,  trado,. or- ‘any other "pretence
WhoRVOr e S e e s |78
In grdor to - guafd nagaingt any misconstruc-
tion. of, thaiy co) npact, the soveral Stntos mado
-bxp}'H it. declaretion, in a distinot .articlé; that
“onoh g’m_;g_régai;ga_fits suveraignty, fraodouy
and indepoudetice, and every power, jurjsdig::
tian wnd vight, awhich: is. not:by: tliis. Canfedo-
1y dofognted to the United Statos

1

ration ex press
in (‘Jongr,ega_‘f_ihimﬁﬁlqd;” R
"~ Undor this contraot. of ‘alliance, tha wak.of
the revalition;wes siccedsfully waged, aud
resultdd i tha frenty of- peaco with: Groat
l;ﬂ,{:‘a’m_ 0. 1783, by. the terma of whisly tho
sovoral States wore, cach by name, recognizad
tozll{ﬂ_.i.m‘-'_-ﬂ,qndqqt. LS RO 7
. JWho articlos. of ganfeddratign. eontained a
claugg whoreby al)'alturations worg. profiibit-
ed, unless, coufiniod by the Tiogisluturos of
every ._al.f?t,o.; nftor. beig agredd’ o bly. Con,
B, qud in_obodienca to this provision un-
der the t‘iﬂf*‘ﬁﬂ‘- “of Congross” of tho. 2lek:
abrgky, 178 ,dm‘;aﬁyqfﬂi Btites appolited
oldgitos.swhonttendgd w Convention 4 for tho
ablo and oxpresa purpode of, vovising.: the ar: |
Gplan 48 !?.fe!i@.'rnt_iw-'nﬂd Foporting: to Clon.
weessid | th )
utions | and, .R}'o:!ﬁ[ppp theréin as,_ghall, when
fgreed, fo 18 Gangregs, .and oonfirnion by tho
titos, rondax ‘tlio Vodoal, Constitut nn;-ﬁg-.
AORS .i”"fé'ﬂ‘?',’;'wmﬂ"-. oA

AN

e

The - deelitation of war made

oF, WtUNEKE Tiids U o

o HoVeral Logislaturos auoh: hlters b

States for ratification; us shown by the sov-
entli drtiele, which is iu thoso words :

 The ratification of the Convention of nine
Stetes shull'be suflicient for.the establishuient
of this Coustitution petween- the Stutes fio
rutifying.the aume.’” . -, {404
. I have italicised certaln words in the quo-
 tations, just wnde, for the purposae of attraot-
ing'attention "to the singulay and murked cau-
‘tioh with ‘which ‘the Statos cndeavored, in

| every possible ' form, to exelude the idea that

the. sdparate and ‘independent sovereignty of
_cach) Btate was merged into one common CGlov-
ernmont and nation ; and. the earnest desive
they evinced to impress on. the Constitution
its trua ehuriicter—that of & contpact between
dindependent States. T'he . Constitution of
1787 havihg however, omitted the ¢lauso a).
ready. veoited from the Articles'of Confedera-
tion, which \provided in/ explicit ternfs that
cach Stato retained its seveérvignty nud inde-
pendence, sonie alorm was seen in the Statee
when invited to ratify “the Coustitution; lest
‘this" onrission hhouli?’ be construed into an
ubandonment of their cherished prineiples,
;and thoy refused .to be sitisficd until wwmend-
‘ments were added: to the Constitution, pla-
cing. beyond. any.- pretencu or doubt, the ro-
servition, by the States, of all their sovereign
rights and powers—not éxpressly delegated to
the United States by the Covstitution,

Strango indeed: must it appear to the im-
partial observer, but it is none: the less true,
ull these cuvefully worded elauses proved un-
nvailing to prevent the riso and growth in the
Northern States of a political sehool which
has persistently, claimed that the Government
thus formed was not n compact betiveon States,
but way in effcot'n National Government, set
up ubove and over the States.  An organizn-
tion, erented by the States to soeure the bless:
ings of liborty and independence ngainst for-
cign nggressions, *has . been graduully per
verted into n maching for- their control in their
dowostie affairs; the” creature hins been ex-
nlted nbove its ereators, the principals have
been made subordinate to the agent appoint-
ed by themselves,

The people of the ‘Sonthern States, whose
almost exclugive -oceupation wis agriculture,
early perceived a tendenoy in the Novthern
States to render the common CGovernment
subservient to their own purposes, by hposing
burthens on commeree as a protection to their
manufucturing and shipping interests.  Long
an _angry controversy arew out of these at.
tempts, often snceessful, to benelit one section
of the country at the oxpense’of the other.—
A'hd the danger of disruption arising from
this ciuse wos enhanced by the fuct that
Northern populution was inereasing.by immi-
gration and other causes ina greater ratio
than the population of the South. By de-
grees, a3 the Northern States gained prepon-
doranea in tho National Congress, self interest
taught theiv people'to yield ready usscut to
any plausible advoeagy of “their rvights asn
‘minjority to govern the minority withont con-
trol ; they learued to listen with impnticnee
to' the suggestion of any Constitutional imped-
iment to the exercise of their will'; ‘and so
‘ubterly have the prineiplesof the Gonstitution
been ¢orrupted in.the Northern wmind, that in
the inauguril address delivered by Dresident
Lineoln in March lust, lio asserts us an axiom
which e plainly decius to be undeniible, that
the theory of the Constitution requires that in
all cases ‘the majority shall govern j ahd in
amother memorablé instanco, the same Chicf
Mugistrato did not hesitute to liken the rela-
tigus'between a State and the Unitod States
to those which exist: between a eounty and a
State in which ‘it is situated, and by which it
was crdated, “This is the limentible and fun-
damental erroy gn whicli rests the polivy that
hns eulminated in lis deglaration of war against
theso Confedorate Stites, S PR

Tn addition to the long-continued und deep-
seated redentiient folt by the Southern States
at the persistent abuse o the powers they had
doloatad to the Congress, for the purpose. of
enriehing the  wnnuficturing and .uhipping
olnsses ut the North ‘nt the ‘eéxpense of the
South, there hus existed for nearly half a cen-
tury-nnather subject of discord, involving in;
torests of. such transaendent magnitude; ns at
all, S{hies to' ereate the” apprehension ju “thie
winds;of many devoted lovers of the Union
that its permanence was impossible. :

When the geveral States delogated eeytain
powers to the United States Congress, a large
portion of the laboking populution consisted
of Afviciy dlaves imported into the Golonics
--h'y i syother coutityty. = In tiwelve oat of the-
‘thittaon Sfales; riogro slavery oxisted and the
Tight of proporty in slaves was protected b
law. ; "his _propoity wis recogiized iy tho
Cunstitut_ih{],' and; provision wys made ngainst
ita loss by “the ¢scape of -the alave, The in-
crense.in the namber-of slaves by farther jm-

oltusg forbidding Congress to ‘prohibit . the
-slive” trdde Hntorior fo a eortain -«]n‘to ; and'in
no clause-cap there be, found-ahy ‘delegation
of-powat to the Congress nuthorizing it in ang
‘manrier'to legislite to the projudice, letriment
or diseoiragement of the owners. of ‘that spe-
cies of propérty, or exeluding it from the pro-
tection of the Governyient, = * = &
" The’elimnte und soil of the Northorn, States
soon proved unpropitious. to the continuance
of slave labor, whilst.the cpnverse wus the
‘epgo at the South, | Under “tho tmreatricted
frao itercourse botiaon the tiyo seghions, the
Northern Statey oonsulted thair own interest

ael ing ¢ 1eir sluves to tha Sountly, and pro-

‘cure the temyire of property in slaves,
doul organizations, supplied with mo

portation from* Afviod ‘wis ulso sccuyed by |

Jupon the oree

owners of sluves in the ‘Southern States was
inaugurated, and gradually extonded. - A con.
tinuous serics of meusures was dovised and-
prosceuted for the purpose of rendering inse-
Funat-
ey by
voluntary subseriptions, were assiduously en-
‘goged in exciting amongst the slaves o spirit
of discontent and revolt ; mieavs were fuy-
nished for their eseape from their owners, and
agents. seerctly oniployed to entice them to
nbscond; the Coustitutivunl provision for
their rendition’ to their owners was first eva-
ded, then openly denounced as o violatioli of
conseientions obligation-and ‘a’ relizious duty ;
men‘were tnught that it wus a mevit to clude,
disobey, and vialeutly oppose the execution of
the lnws enacted to seeure the performance of
the promise contained in the Constitutionul
compuet ; owners of slives wére mobbed and
even murdered in open day, solely for apply-
ing to nwagistrote for the arvest of o fugitive
slave; the dogmos of these voluntary organi-
zations soon obtained control of the Legisla-
tures of wany of the Northern Stutes, and
luws. were passed providing for the - punish-
ment by rainous fines and lung continued im-
prisoniment in jails and penitentinvies, of citi-
zens of the Sotithern States, who should dive
to nsk nid of the officors of the lw for the
recovery of their proporty.  Emboldoned by
suceess, the thentre of agitution nud.nggression
agninst the clearly oxpressed: Congtitutionn
rights of the Southern Statos was trunsferred
to the Congress; Senators and Roepresenta-
tives were sent to the common councils of the
nation, whose chief title to this distineiion
conyisted in the display of n spirvit of ultra fa-
nnticism, and whose I);usincss wias, not to
promate the genoral welfare or insure domes-
tic tranquijity,” but to awaken the bitterest
hatred against the citizens of sister Statos by
violent denuncintion of theirv institutions ; the
transaction of publie aMnivs was impeded by
repeated efforts to usurp powers uot deleguted
hy the Constitution, for the purpose of impair-
g the s curity of property in sluves, nud ro-
ducing those States whieh held slaves toa coni-
dition of inferiority. - Finally, a great party
was organized for the purpose of obtaining the
administration of  the Government, with the
avowed object of using its power fur the total
exclusion of ‘the slave States from all partici-
pation in the benefits of* the public dowain,
ncquired by all the States in common, wheth-
¢ by conquest or purchase ; of surrounding
them entirely. by Stutes in which slavery
should be prohibited ; of thus vendering the
propeity in sluves &0 insecure ns to. bo com-
paratively worthless, and thereby annihilating
in effect property worth thousands of millions
of dollurs, This.party, thus organized, suc.
eceded, in the mouth of November last, in the
eleetion, of its eandidute for the Presideyey of
the United States, ¥

In the meantime, under the mild and geni-
al elimate of the Southern States, and the in-
‘erensing cave and attention for the well-being
und comfort of “the luboring class, dictated
alike by interest and humanity,” the African
slaves had nugmented in nuwmber from nbout
600,000 at the dute of the adoption of “the
Coustitutionul compuet, to upwards of «,000,-
000. - In moral and socinl condition. they had
been elovated from brutul savages into dovile,
intelligont wud eivilized ngricultival laborers,
and supplied not ouly with hodily comforts,
but with careful religious instruetion,  Under
the supervision of a superior ruce, their lnbor
has been so" dirccted ns not only to allow a
gradual and marked ameliovation of their own
condition, but to convert hundreds of thous-
ands of ‘square wiles of the wildetness into
cultivated landy, covered with 'a prosperous
people; towns and citics had sprung into ex-
tatence, and had rapidly inercused o wealth
ond population un'der the social system of the
Bouth § the while population of the Southorn
“slaveholding States had angmented from nbout
1,250,000 ut the date of the ndoption of the
Constitution, to wore thun 8,500,000 in 1860 ;
und the productions of the South in eotton,
riee, sugar and tobucco, for the-full develop-
ment and eontinuunce of which the lubor of
African slaves wus, and is, indispensable, had

swollen' to an anmount: which formead neavly’

three-fourths of the exports of the whole Uni-
ted States, and had-beconme ubsolutoly  neces-
sm't- to the wants of civilized meu. '
Vith interests bf such overfrhelming mog-
nitude imperilled, thé people of the Southern
States wore driven by I.La conduct of the
North to the ndoption of some course of ac-
tion to avert the danger with which they
were opoiily wennced,  With this view, the
Legisluture of the several States invited the
coplé ta sclect delegntos to conventions to. be
Beld for the purposeof determining for them.
gélves whatt wensures were bost ndapted to
mect so alarmilng n orisis in their history,
Here it may bo proper to observe that from
a poriod na cirly us 1708; there had existed
in all of the States of the Unibn'a, party, al:
wost uninterruptedly in the mujority, based
that each Stute wos,in the
lust - resort, the sole judgo us well of ity
wrongs, a8 of the tu_ojo an)ﬂ, mehsure of re.
dress. “Indeed, itig obvious, that untler the
law of ‘nations, this principle is an axiom us
fipplied to tho rolutions of independent soyo-
reign States, such s thage wlich lad united
themselves under the Constitutionsl compaet,
The . Deniogrutio party. of ahe United States
repeatéd in its successful ednyass of 1850,
the “declaration’ mate “in numorous previous
politicnl” contests, that “ft would ¢ faithfully
ubide'by tnd uphold tho prinsiples Inid doswn

by selling ¢l :
-hibidhiz slavery - within: gheln alimits, ~Dhe
-E-_b!;iﬂl f;wér£~Wi ling . p\aro’fﬁ?ﬁrxé. of a proporty'
‘mitablg to thoir'wauts, and:puid the pried of
‘the abquisition Avithout lyrhoring o aﬂqpioip_n.l
that %;’gj ) t,i:;it;bv‘ﬁpssussim} was ko be disturked {

/by thdaa stho. wero inhibited, not oply by waat

. of Con
4 \}PJ

in the:IKentyoky and ‘Vigginin resolutions of-

1798, and +ivi “tha-roport of ‘Mr. Madirod to
the Virginig Liegislature fn 1799 ;.and tlit it
fidopts thosé pringipics nu‘cnﬁstil,ul_iﬁig ono of

*

) Were at - the ity foundations ofits politicn 'bl'qﬁii}"‘
‘Lﬁtii_lj)'q%uth_bi-if » but:by. goo Faith |

Tho pringiptes thusempliaticallyannoariced

E;i (s

as vandors, frout disquisting’s title cindngtiog | ovibrace ‘that to" whieh I have nlready ad-
sfl'gll‘l"._lialyﬁiﬂ?(",ﬁﬁ{__;_. e ke e ot rda oy | vertéd, the right of: ench Stato to'-judgh_of,-
B o “Ji ordr,vag the No"\';h‘iaggj' Statos land redvess the wrongd of  whidli it catiplaing
‘tRAEprohibite ',‘A;r;l'dnu'qlai‘a‘fy. ithin thelt'| Theso  principlés: wera minintained ; by over-
Wipits had yohohod o nwinbersuflislonit td .vtli_glm_ﬁ}{gqmn%ri&tea of .the people of il slie
; E‘ if top¥e LX) taten of, thie, Uniob ak difforont:alockions;iei

"

1852, :
Inythe exorciso of a right o ancient, so
{ well estublished, and so uccessary for selfpre-
| servation, the people of _the Contederate Stutes
{in their Conventions, determined that the

| wrongs which they had suffered, and the ovils
required |

with which they were menaced,
thut they should revoke the dclegation of
powers to the Iederal Government which
they had ratified in their sevoral Conventions.
They consequently pussed ordinances resum-
ing all their rights as sovereign and indepen-
dent States, ‘nid - dissolved their conneetion
with the other Stutes of the Union,

Having dono this, they proceed:d to form
i new compact among themselves, hy new ar-
ticles of Confederation, which hete been also
rutilied by the several States wivh an approach
to unanimity far exceeding thaut of L[m Con-
ventions which adopted the Constitution of
1787, They have organized their new Goy-
cruments in all its departients; the fune-
tions of the kxceutive, Legislative, and Ju-
dicial Magistrates are performed in’ aecor-
dunce with the will of the people, ng displuyed
uot mevely in a cheerful acquiescence, lI1.mi. in
the .enthusiastio support.of the Government
thus estublished by themsalves ; and but for
the interference of the Government of the
“United States in this legitimaie exerciso of
the right o« people in self-government,
peace, happiness, and prosperity would now
smile on our lund. :

Phat peace is ardently desired by this Gov-
ernmeny and - poople, has heen manifested in
every possible form, Seuarce had you nssem-
bled in Iebrunry last, when, prior even to
the inauguration of the Chicf Magistrate you
hud clected, you passed  vesolution expres-
give of your desire for the appointment of
Commrissioners to be sent to the Government
of the United Stites, * for the purpose of ne-
gotioting friendly relations between that Gov-
ernment and the Coulederate States of Amer
iea, and for the settlement of ull questions of
disigreement between the two Governments,
upon prim:illalvs of right, justice, equality
and good fuith.”

It was my pleasure, as well ps my duty, to
co-operate ' with you in this work of peuce.
Ludeed, in my advice to you o taking the
onth of offive, and hefore reeciving from yon
the connpunieation of this vesolution, Ihad
said, “as n onecossity, not a choice, we have
resorted to the remedy of separation, and
henceforth our enorgios must be dirccted to
the conduct of our own afluirs and the per-
petuity of the Confedericy ‘whieh we have
formed. © If u just perception of wutual in-
terest shall permit us peaecably to pursue our
separate politienl enveer, my wost earnest de-
sire will have been fulfilled.

It was in furtherancs of these necordant
views of the Congress and the lixceutive
that [ wade choies of three disoreet, able and
distinguished citizens, who vepaired to Wash-
ington.  Aided by their cordiul co-oporation,
und that of the Seeretury of State, every ef-
fort. compatible with seli-respect and the dig-
nity of the Confederacy was oxhausted before
L allowed  miyself to yield to the conviction
that the Govertiment of the United Stutes
was detevmined to attempt the conquest of
this ' people, aud_ thut our cherished Lopes of
peace were unattainable,

On the arrival of onr Commissioners in
Washington, on the 5th of Marel, they post-
poned, at the sugwestion of a friendly inter-
medinvy, doing niove than giving an informal
notice of their nyrival. ' This wus done with
u view to afford ‘time to the President who
had just beed inangurafed, for the disehargo
of other pressing official duties in the organi-
zation of his administration, before engnging
his attention in the abject of their mission,
It was ot until the 12th of the month that
they officially nddressed the Scerctary of State,
informinge him“af the purpose of their arri-
val, and stating, in the lngusge of theiv in-
stractions, their wish ¢ to make to the Giov—
ernment of the Unifed States overtures. for
the opening of newotintions; assuring the Gov-
ernment of the United States, that the Pres-
ident, Congress, nnd people of the Confeder-
ute States carnestly desire a puaeetul solution
of these preat questions; that it is neither
their interest nor their wish to muke any de-
tmand which is not founded on the strictest
Justice, nor do any act to injure their late
confederutes,” ! ;
- To'this communication no. formul reply was
reenived until the 8th ‘April. . During lho in-
tevval the Commissioners had * consented to
waive all questions of form.  With the firi
resulve to aviid war, if possible, they went so
fur soven as o hold, daring that long period,
unofficial intoreonrse through an intermediary,
whosa high. position and " eharacter inspired
the Lape of success, and through whom con-
stant assurances wora recoived from the Gov-
ornment of the United States of poacoful in-

Fort'Sumtor j and further, that ho‘iensures,
changing .the coxistingstatus projudicinlly-to
the Confederate. States, especixlly at [‘::c:rt
Pickens, was in” contemplation ; byt that, in
the cvent of any change of intgntiof on the

iigsioners. — The erdoked puths of diplomacy
ean_sonrecly farnishi” ai exampli g0 wantine
in courtosy, in sandor, and directness, ns was.
tha course, of -thu United States Governmont
townrds _our Conynissiongis .in Washington.
I"ur‘_proof of thia.I refer to the anpexed doc:
uments murked—, tikon _in conneation with
further fuats ‘whioh.I'now proceed to rel ita

© Farly 6. April, the attention’of tha whole
country, ns well as that of our Coninisionor,
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8th April, a reply. dated on the 156th of the
previous mopth, from which it appears that,
during the whole interval, whilst the Com-
wissioners wore receiving assurances, caleula-
ted to inspire hope of the success of their
mission, the Secretary of State and the Pres-
ident of the United States had alrcady deter-
wined to hold no intercourse. with them
whatever ; to refuse even to listen toany
Eropos:n]s they hud to make, und had profited

y the delny created by their own nssnrances,
in order to prepare seeretly the means for
effective hostile operatiuns,

T'hiat these assurances were given, has been
virtually confegsed by the Government of the
United States by its sending u messenger to
(hurleston, to give notice of its urposo, to
use force, if opposed in its intention of sup-
plying Fort Sumter. No wore striking proof
of the nbsence of good faith in vho conduct of
the Government of the United States towards
the Confederacy can be required than is con-
taived in the circumstances which necompa-
nicd this notice,  According to the usual
course of navigation, the vessels compasing
the expedition designed for the relief of Fork
Suniter, might be expeeted to reach Charles-
ton' harbor on the Oth of April ; yet, with our
Cowwissioners nctually in Washington, de-
Liined under assuraneces that notice should be
given of any military movement, the notice
was not uddressed to'themy; but a messenger
was' sent to Chnrleston to give the notice to
the Governor of South Caroling, and the no-
tice was so given at a late hour on tho 8th of
April, the eve of the very day on which the
fleet might be expeeted to arvive. That this
manceuvre fuiled in its purpose was not the
fault of those who contrived it. !

A heavy tempest delayed the nrvival of (he
expedition, and gave time to the commander
of our forees at Oharleston to ask and receive
the instructiong of this Government.  Even
then, under all the provoeation incident to the
contetnptuous refunal to listen to our Commis:
sioners, und the tortuous course of .the Gov-
erniment of the United States, T was sincérely
anxious to avoid the effusion of blood, and di-
rected o proposal to be made to the command-
er of Fort Sumter; who had avowed himself to
be nearly out of provisions, that we would
nbstzin from dircoting our fire on Fort Sum-
ter if he would promise not to open fire on our
forces unless first attncked. Whis proposal
was refused, ond the conclusion was reached
that the design of the Unjted States was to
placo the besieging force at Charleston be-
tween the simultancous fire of' the fleet and
fort. There remained, therefore, no alterna-
tive but to direct that the fort should ai once
be reduced.

T'his order was exceuted by General Beau-
regard, with the-skill and success which were
naturally to be expected from the well known
character of that gullant officer ; and althougls
the bomburdment . Justed but  thirty-three
hours, our flag did not wave over its battered
walls, until after the a pearance of the hostile
flect off Charlestou, q-ortunntuly, not a life
was lost on our side, and we werp grotified in
being spnred the necessity of a useless effusion
of 'blood by the prudent cantion of the officers
who cotmanded the fleet, in nbstaining from,
the eyvidently futile ¢ffort to enter the harbor
for the rvelief of Major Anderson. I refer to
the report of the Seervetary of War and the

apers which accompany it for details of this
Enlli:tnt affuiv, :

In this connection I eannot refrain from a
well deserved tribute to the noble State, the
eminent soldierly . qualities of whose people
were 8o conspicuously displayed in the port
of Charleston. Tor mouths they had been
irritated by the spectaclo of a fortress held
within their principnl horbor, asa stunding
menucee agninst their pence and independence.
Bailt in part with their own mioney, and 'its
custody sonfidad with theiv own consent to an
agent who held no power over thom other than
sucli ns they had themselves delerated for
their own benefit, intended to bie used by that,
agent for their own protection against foreign
attack, they saw it held with persistent ténne-
ity as a means of offeuce ugainst thewm by the
very Governmjent shich thcf hud eamhiislnc_d‘
for.their protection.. They hnd beleagured it
for -months—felt: ontire confidénce _of " their
oWwh power to'enpture it—yet, yielded to'the
requireients of discipling, curhed their impa-
tience, submitted ‘without complnint to the
unnceustomed hardships, lahors and privations
of n protracted sicge; and when at length
their ‘patience was rewarded By the signal for
attack, and succoss had erowned their steady
and gallant  condust—even: in-the very mo-
ment of * trinmph—they . evinced a, chivulrous
regard for the feelings of the brave bug unfor-
tundte offizer who had been compelled tolowor
his fine!  All' manifestations of exultation
were cheoked 1n his presence. . oy

“T'heir commanding General, with, their cor-
dial nparoval and the consent of his Gévern:
ment, refrained from imposing auy térms that
céuld wound the sensibilities oftho commmgd.
er of the fort . Ho was “permitted to 1ctire
with ‘the Tonors of war—to siluto his flar, tu
depart freely with “all his ssmmand, and twas
oscorted to the vessol i which he embarked,
with thie highest mavks of vespoot from those

directed. Not-only docs:avery ovent cannect:
ed with the siepd veflast the Vighess lionor on
South  Cafoling, but the forhearanco of: hiér
peoplg and of this.Government from making
finy hursh. use of.a,vidtory obtained nndaroiy.
cumstances of ~yuch:pegunline froveoationy ag-:
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its people, is éxerciﬂihg'[&g-fugg&ldﬁs without
question over seven -sovorelgn  Btates—over
more than five millions of peoplo—and over a
terfitory whose aren oxceeds half wwmillion of
square miles, He terms soverejgn - Btates
“ cambinations too powerful to be suppressed
by the ordinary course of judicial procéedings,
or by the powers vested in the warshals by
aw.”  He calls for an army of seventy-five
, thousand wen to act as a_ posse comitatus in
jaid of the procesd of the'courts of jnlsbiuo‘in
|, States where no courts exists, whose mandates
{ und decrces are not cheorfully obeycd and re-

¢ the first service to be nssigned to the forces
called out, will'be, not to execute the process
of the courts, but to capture forts and strong-
holds situated within l.]i‘lc admitted: lipits.of
this Confederaey, and g rrisoned by its troops ;.
and declares that ¢ this effort”’ is intended to
muintuin the perpetuity of populut; Govéra-
ment.””  He concludes by commanding ¢ thie
persons composing -the _combinu_lionn., afore-.
suid,"” to wit : the five millions'of these States,
“ to retire peacenbly to their respective abodes
within twenty days.” . i (A
Apparently contradictory ns aré the ferms
of this singular document, one point Was, un-
mistnkably evident. The President of “the
United States called for an/army of; soventy-
five thousand men, whose first gervige Avas to
be to capture our forts. It wos a plain deola-
rution of war, which I was notat liberty to
disrep:nrd{, beeauge of my kriowledge that un-
der the Constitution of the United States, the
President was usurpinga power granted eox-
clusively to the Congress. 'Ie is the. solo -
orgun of eommunication between that country,
aud foreign powers. The law of nations did
not permit me to question the aul.horitiy' of the
Executive of 'a foreign nation to declurd war
against this Confederncy,  Although T might
have refrained from taking active weasures for
our defence, if the States.of the VJnion had .
all intimated the action of Virginia, North
Carolina, Arkansus, Kentucky, Tennessée,and
Missouri, by denouncing the call for troops as
an unconstitutional ‘usurpation of powet to
which they refused to respond, I was'riot.at
liberty to disregard the fict that many of* the
States seemed quite content to subniit to the
exervise of the power assumed by the: Presi-
deut of the United States, and were actively
engaged in levying troops to be used for the
purpose indieated.in the proclamation.
Deprived of the aid of Congress at theé mo-
ment, I was upder the necessity of confining

tho authority you had confided to-#e befdre~
your adjournmont, I decmed it proper fur-
ther to issne proclimation inviting applioa-
tions from persons disposed to did our defence
in private afmed vessols on the high'scas, to
the end that preparations might be' mude, for.
the immedinte issuc of lotters of marggeeund
reprisal, which you alone, under the Copstitu--
tion, have powor to grant. I entertsin np
doubt you will concur with me in the vpinion
that in the absence ofa fleet of public vesscls,
it will be gminently expedient to supply their -
placo by private - armed vessels, so happily
styled by the publicists of: the United’ States

justly -relied on by them ns an efficient and
admirable instrument of defensive warfara. I
earhestly recommend the immedipte passago
of a law authorizing me’io aceept the nunieps
ous proposaly nlrengy resivedaie s Rl
I eanuot close this roview of the aots of -
the Government of the United States ‘witheut:
referring to a proclamation issued by: their
President under date of the 19th  ivst., in
which, after declaring that an  insurrectidng

the Government of the United States, W6 an-
nouuees a blockade Bf.all-the ports of ‘thesa
States, ‘and threatens to.putiish as pirates all

crsons who: shall winlest any vessel . of tho
{Initm_l States under letters pt" ‘margjue isgifed’
Nohﬂ_:hsh!iding,-- the

by this Government, \
of this proclamation; -youwiil

authenticity
coneur wi_ll‘n _ d to bolicye
could havo emanated froi'a President of the
United Stiles. - Tts annonncoment of a 1650
paper blockude. js so manifostly aviolation of:
the law of nations, that it would seein Incred-
ible that it could haye beeu issned by anthor-
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